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WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 
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1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement filed 11/19/04 complies with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609. It has been placed in the application file, and the information 
referred to therein has been considered by the examiner as to the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4 - 9, 12 and 13 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,532,385 to Serizawa et al. 

In regards to claims 1, 2, 4 - 9, 12 and 13 - 16, Serizawa et al. discloses an apparatus for 
measuring body composition (Col. 3, lines 32 - 34), the apparatus comprising a rigid, light 
transmissive platform (Col. 3, lines 40 - 41) having a top surface for supporting a user standing on 
the apparatus (Col. 3, lines 43 - 45), and a bottom surface; a plurality of support assemblies (2) 
associated with the bottom surface of the platform, for supporting the platform above a sxirface, at 
least one of the assemblies having a sensor for measuring a weight of the user (Col. 3, lines 40 - 42); 
and at least two, light transmissive conductive electrodes (Col. 3, lines 54 - 63) disposed over the 
top surface of the platform, the electrodes for contacting portions of the user's body; wherein the 
electrodes provide signal information about the user's body, which is used for measuring the 
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composition of the user's body. The electrodes are electrically isolated from one another. The 
electrodes are formed of Indium Tin Oxide (Col. 3, line 63). The electrodes are operable as a switch 
for activating or deactivating the apparatus in that a measurement cannot be performed until a user 
bridges the electrodes. The electrodes are uniformly disposed over the top surface and each define a 
quadrant (Figure la). The electrodes are coupled to contacts associated with the top and bottom 
surface of the platform for communicating signal information to a processor (Col. 4, lines 25 - 28). 
Serizawa et al discloses a display assembly (Col. 4, lines 1-4) for displaying a measured body 
weight of a user and/or body composition of the user and having a housing (Col 4, lines 14 - 16) an 
at least one contact disposed on an inner surface of the housing for conununicating the signal 
information to a processor (Col 4, lines 25 - 28). 

3. Claims 1 - 10 and 12 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application No. 2003/0149374 to Chai. 

In regards to claims 1-10 and 12-16, Chai discloses an apparatus for measuring body 
composition [0001], the apparatus comprising a rigid, light transmissive platform [0025] having a top 
surface for supporting a user standing on the apparatus, and a bottom surface; a plurality of support 
assemblies (87 - 90) associated with the bottom surface of the platform, for supporting the platform 
above a surface, at least one of the assemblies having a sensor for measuring a weight of the 
user[0023]; and at least two, light transmissive conductive electrodes disposed over the top surface 
of the platform [0026], the electrodes for contacting portions of the user's body; wherein the 
electrodes provide signal information about the user's body, which is used for measuring the 
composition of the user's body. The at least two light transmissive electrodes occupy a majority area 
of the top surface (Figure 10). The electrodes are electrically isolated from one another. The 
electrodes are formed of Indium Tin Oxide [0026]. The electrodes are uniformly disposed over the 
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top surface and each define a quadrant (Figure 10). The electrodes are operable as a switch for 
activating or deactivating the apparatus in that a measurement cannot be performed until a user 
bridges the electrodes. The electrodes are coupled to a contacts associated with the top and bottom 
surface of the platform for communicating signal information to a processor [0034], Chai discloses 
the electrodes being indirecdy coupled to a contact associated with a bottom surface of the platform 
[0035]. Chai discloses a display assembly (84) for displaying a measured body weight of a user 
and/or body composition of the user and having a housing an at least one contact disposed on an 
inner surface of the housing for communicating the signal information to a processor [0023] [0034], 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
No. 6,292,690 to Petrucelli et al. in view of US Patent No. 6,532,385 to Serizawa et al. 

In regards to claims 17 and 18, Petrucelli et al. discloses a circuit for measviring body 
impedance including a voltage source comprising a self determining frequency source ; a current 
source; a first pair of electrodes (21, 22) disposed over a top surface of a platform (118), the first pair 
of electrodes for applying the current source to a user's body (Col. 7, lines 52 - 54); a second pair of 
electrodes (25, 26) disposed over the top surface of the platform, the second pair of electrodes for 
sensing a voltage outputted by the user's body (Col. 7, lines 54 - 55); and a processor (50) for 
measuring body impedance and determining body composition based on the sensed voltage signal in 
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response to the applied current source (Col. 9, lines 49 - 52). However, Petrucelli et al. fails to 
disclose the platform or the electrodes being light transmissive. Serizawa et al discloses a circuit 
form measuring body impedance including light transmissive electrodes and a light transmissive 
platform. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the platform and electrodes as disclosed by Petrucelli et al. to be light 
transmissive as taught by Serizawa et al. so as to protect and display a paper bearing a caution notice 
or the description of operation to be affixed to the lower surface of the platform (See Abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claim 11 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. The prior art fails to disclose or suggest indirecdy coupling at least one of two 
light transmissive electrodes through a platform to a contact form communicating signal 
information to a processor. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jonathan ML Foreman whose telephone nximber is (571)272-4724. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor. 
Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




